


- \ 


SALISBURY 1 , * Md.-ri?Charies 


89, s^o. &uilded the 
radiq station jfeJfogaiHf s 
Eastern Shore and was a newspaper 
#®er. <Bed May ^g 'at f eiiinsula 
#oend Hospital here. I^pcapse of i 
eath was not reported. “ 

He was a founder ed die Chesa- 
peake Press Association apd a prih- 
c ipal founder (d ; the Maryland. ! 
J elaware-D.C. Broadcasters Assor t 
c atkm. Mr. Truitt pioneered broad- 
<c isting on the EastetnShore by ! 
c eating its rfirbt \radio station, 
fSSM0.AM,ini928; •' 
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a reporter on the.Wicpipieo Coun2 
ti in and in 1923 helped create the 
S ilisbury Evening Times* Four 
y< ars later, he was a buyer of die i 
S ilisbury Tines and. the Wicomieo i 
N 2 ws. He became an editorial wit- 
ei and managing editor at the 
T mes before selling hi& interest in 
the papers in 1938." * 

He served as executivesecretary 
of the Salisbury Chamber qf Com- 
merce, then became vice president 1 
ard, general manager ob, 'Peninsula 
Bi oadcasting Co. and WBOC-AM. 
W 30C-FM, which wenfe;on the air 
1C years later, was the ghojre’s first 
FI ! radio station, ip . Icj|f4 t WBOC- 
TV went on the air ap was thie 
sh ire’s only televisfoWstation for 
20 years. , fLi. : . , r 

survivors include h$ wife of 81 
ye^rs, Jfothiya £., . agd two chjj- 
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”las obit is incomplete, may be inaccurate 
and it takes me back to my reporting youth. 
Truitt won a Pulitzer and I iacjde it possible. 
And a nasty guy who deserved it got fired 
■ over it - before the -'ulitzer awards for that 
ye. ,r, about 1932 or fflgg 1933. 

!;'$ I was then in college and working on the 
Dilmiagton, I>L Morning News, then pwned by 
Pierre Dupont. I’d cut the four finger of the 
right hand rather severely, was unable to use 
the typewriter and thus unable to work. 

A hurricane came up the east coast, severing 
communications south of Milmington, but our phones 
worked. I’d been a radio amateur, was not actively 
using my low-power rig, so I phoned the paper and 
asked if they’d like me to use my amateur friends 
to see what storm news we could get. They liked the 
^Itlea. The first amateur I asked was Howard Layton. 

He and his mother were what are now known as podi- 
atrists and he had time because the storm, kept his 
patients hone. His station was a code operation. 

When he picked up what seemed to be a promising broad- 
cast in Morse code he wrote the individual letters 
. down and I read them over his shoulder. It was not 
long before he was writing what excited me, an account 
of the storm and the damage from it either from an amateur 
in Berlin, Kd. , which I think is the case, or of the 
damage there. There were large gaps because the signal was 
weak and from interterf bceace . 

Ifhen fhe got all he could and was searhing that 
. amateur band for any farther messages I read it and then 
. phoned the newspaper office. It was then about midday. That 
was time for it to be used by the afternoon sister paper and 
hours before any of the morning staff would be in. I asked 
for the city editor, Harris Samonisky because 1 knew him 
and because he outranked the State editor. The rest of Dela- 
ware and adjacent Maryland were under the State, not the 
city desk^Eteb 


I did know Samonisky and I knew he’d be excited 

by the stoiy. I told him what, I had and he had me wait until 

he could get a secretary who would take it down in shorthand. 

I dictated the story to her, writing much of it to fill 
in the many gaps. And I was quite surprised not to see the story 
in the Evening Hews. 

^anwhile, the Havy’s then main radio station, HAA, at 
Arlington, Va. , had heard us and with their pWoerful signal asked us to continue the 
work because they also had no communications north. Howard and I were both given temporary 
HaTsfr commissions, of lieutenants 1 And he did relay messages to and from HAA and the Phila. 
Navy yg^rd. I liaed up other ameteurs and 1 kept working, without sleep for bbout three days, 

going from one amateur to another, but we had no sucees like this first one. 

I was at the newspaper office from time to time and reported that I’d phoned this 
story in and it had not appeared. They were puzzled, but not for long. 

The story had been written by ‘ A ’ruitt, who was our correspondent in Salisbury. It was 
not uncommon for reporters to be correspondents for a number Of papers ./hen the areas in 
which they worked were not newsworthy enough for full-time staff reporters. 

Samonisky was ^ a sort-of Ben fiecht type, arrogant and self-important and the tough- 
reporter kind. I don’t know whether or not this was an act. He almost always had a cigar 
fai the corner of his mouth, too. 




